
Trinity 10 

My dear Friends, 

As life continues to return to some story of normality it is a great privilege and pleasure to welcome 
more people to church for weddings and baptisms. Often such services bring visitors who have never 
been inside St Margaret’s. One of the first things they comment on is the beauty of our stunning 
stained glass in every window. For the more observant it may seem odd that the first window they see 
opposite the entrance is a representation of St German of Auxerre, not our own patron Margaret or 
even a Welsh or British Saint or a greater Apostle. They might wonder why German, portrayed in 
magnificent Bishop’s jewelled mitre and cope, holding a gold crozier in one hand and a detailed model 
of a church with twin towers and flying buttresses in the other is given pride of place. 

Those who know their local church history will recall that energetic Vicar of Roath, Father Frederick W. 
Puller who arrived here in 1872, a priest influenced by the Oxford Movement and concerned for the 
growing population of our ancient parish. The newly rebuilt St Margaret’s could and can accommodate 
300, but in his time the size of Roath grew from 8,000 to 40,000. So Father Puller with a team of 
enthusiastic curates saw the need for new church buildings, one of them was a temporary iron building 
erected in the Adamsdown area of the Parish. This became what we now see as the Sweldon stone 
and Welsh slate edifice which is the dignified and spacious church of St German. 

The clergy were keen at that time to emphasise the ancient Catholic roots of our Faith and its focus on 
the Sacraments and teachings of the Fathers. St German was famous in the fifth century for preaching 
against the growing heresy of Pelagianism which asserted that humans could attain salvation by 
leading a morally upright life without the assisting grace of God. A good way of life is important, this is 
clear from this week’s reading from Ephesians Chapter 4 but it must be lived alongside our need to be 
“imitators of God” being kind, forgiving, loving and offering ourselves up in service to each other as 
Christ did. Also the participation in the Eucharist was of special value to the priests and people of that 
time and sharing in Christ ‘the bread of life’, as we are again reminded in this week’s Gospel from St 
John, Chapter 6, was what they wanted everyone to do. 

St German came from France, Auxerre, to preach in the British Isles in the Fifth Century. Father Puller 
had learned that he came to Wales and travelled West on the Via Maritima, part of which we now call 
Newport Rd and sources reveal that he came to Roath at that time. So this new church was dedicated 
in his name and as a result, his image in our window and the traditions upheld in our churches recalling 
the essential nature of the Eucharist and our dependence on the Grace of God. 

This Sunday as well as taking services in our own churches, I shall be celebrating the Eucharist at 11am 
in St German’s. They mark their Patronal Festival this week. As you may know their parish priest, Father 
Phelim O’ Hare is leaving to take a post in Birmingham. Our new Ministry Area will include St Germans. 
Let us hope and pray that we can be inspired by the saints of old and by the dedicated priests and 
people of former days as we seek joyfully to work together for the building up of the Faith and growing 
the Kingdom of God in the years to come. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


